(Continued from page 195.J No. VIII. given in appendix was examined a quarter of an hour after death ; one and a half ounce of bloody serum was found in the pericardium. Failing to effect asphyxia in dogs by ?hanging in as short a period as occurs in man, drowning was tried. The result, as will be read from cases given, gives support to the view that early and complete asphyxia is not followed b}' pericardial bloody serum.
Taylor in his " Principles and Practice of Jurisprudence, 1865," page 117, says, when " the access of air to the lungs is suddenly and completely cut off, the circulation of blood is very speedily arrested ; but supposing the occlusion of the air passages to be partial or gradual, the circulation of the blood may continue for a time, and thus cause congestion of certain organs."
When dogs are suspended, respiration goes on for a much longer time than in man; the left side of the heart then receives imperfectly aerated blood ; the result is congestion and stagnation on the left as well as right side of the heart, and a full and distended condition of both the cavities aud the large vessels. ' The presence of' a mark of the cord is apt to bo taken as good ' and very reliable evidence of death by hanging. It is the one, and often only, sign given by the police in such cases, and the medical jurist is liable to be led into the error cf laying more stress on it than it deserves. A remarkably well-developed mark, parchment-like, brown, and depressed, was obtained in a body suspended twenty-four hours after death.
The greatest difliculty that presents itself to Indian medical jurists is the rapid decomposition which sets in from climate, exposure of bodies, and the length of time that often lapses before medical examination takes place. The 
